National Champions!

The Penn State Women put on a technical clinic and totally dominated highly talented Stanford for 74 minutes. Then, like some kind of wounded beast in its death throes, the Cardinal exploded for 3 converted tries in the closing minutes, the last with 00:00 on the clock. It was all too little too late as the Penn State Women had earned a women’s collegiate record fourth National Title, 22-21. 

It is not a cliché to describe this as a total team effort. Virtually every player that took the field walked off having played their best game of the season—if not their careers. A hero among heroes, #8 Kate Daley was named the MVP; she had a monster game on both sides of the ball. Captain and lock Alison Searle who returned for a 5th year just to capture this moment was destined to lead this team to victory. Head Coach Pete Steinberg prepared the team with expert precision and purpose.

For the second consecutive year, Penn State and Stanford succeeded in removing any qualifiers in describing the match. This was not great women’s rugby; it was simply great rugby. Soaring Stanford lineouts, one of the best PSU driving mauls you’ll ever see, bone-jarring hits, brilliant back line breaks, smothering defense against explosive speed, a brutal pick and go game that will make you exhausted just watching—and even a penalty try. This match had it all.

Congratulations ladies. You’ve made us all proud.

Once we know the status of either broadcasts or DVD copies and photograph prints, we will notify you. In the meantime go to http://www.kodakgallery.com/bgrala3 for fantastic still photographs of this game and both the men’s and women’s semi-finals versus BYU and New Mexico, taken by Broni Grala.

Congratulations to the men on a truly outstanding season!
The team showed brilliant play throughout the year, determination in overcoming adversity and tremendous heart on the field and unity off it. They thrilled us in great matches. The Utah victory certainly will go down as not only one of the best matches to ever be played by PSU at the East Campus pitch, but it showed the promise of the future. This match was an “event”. It demonstrated what we can do as an organization with our own venue as a spectator sport and the men were deserving drawing cards.

Thank you to Don and the staff for all their hard work and expertise and to the talented group of seniors who did exactly what we asked of them—they left the club better than they found it.

With a smile on my face let me also describe the scene at the women’s final. Complete with noise-makers, pots and pans, sombreros, fight songs and a side line half-time show (yes, you read that correctly), the men changed the crowd dynamics and Stanford’s home field advantage. They rocked the stands for 80 minutes and were the 16th man in Penn State’s victory.

Rugby for everyone at Penn State

That leads me to my closing thoughts. After a banquet for 175 players, parents and alumni in San Jose Saturday, the entire staff recognized a several year transformation realized. The men’s and women’s teams are close. They like, respect and support each other. The women’s parents were in the stands for the men’s semi-final with BYU. The men’s parents were among the most excited supporters of the women’s victory. Everyone is on board and consequently, our best days are still ahead of us. The power of “The Program” is about to be unleashed.

Again, congratulations to the teams and the staffs for another tremendous year of PENN STATE RUGBY!

Regards,

Jim Mathias

PS

Success has a price! If you haven't done so already, please fill out your donor request form and mail it back to us…or go on-line at www.psurugby.org and click the donation tab to make a secure credit card contribution. Keep this Program moving forward!

Upcoming events:

Nittany Lion Rugby Academy July 8-12  The best rugby experience for kids ages 8-18 conducted by the best staff in the country. Go to www.psusportcamps.org
Saranac Lake August 4-5  Join the Lost Lions for the best tournament in the east 

Men contact Kenny Burke oldheadkb15@hotmail.com  

Women contact Jess Graham jessica.j.graham@accenture.com
Alumni reunion weekend August 24-26

Mark your calendars and plan to attend. We have listened to the feedback and have a convenient, informal venue planned for this year’s event - long on “reunion” with your team mates and short on speeches. We will recognize the first National Champions of 1997. Watch for more information and registration info on the web shortly. We want everyone to be there!
