‘Come Out of the Locker

Thank you for the article addressing .
homophobia in women’s sports.
Brownworth’s statement that coaches, col-
leges, sporting associations and sponsors‘
need to be forced to acknowledge the role
of queer athletes is right on target.’
Unfortunartely, part of the problem of
homophobia in sports also lies with our
own lesbian and bisexual communities.

As a former collegiate athlete for Penn
State softball, I believe that two major
things need to happen if we are to force
people to acknowledge queer athletes.
Queer athletes who are comfortable with
themselves need to be visible by coming
out, and, at the same time, athletes who
are not out need to end their own discrimi-
nation against their queer teammates.

During my four years playing softball
for Penn State, [ experienced and wit-
nessed rampant discrimination, harass-
ment and homophobia in the sports com-
munity. For example, Penn State is home
to the infamous women’s basketball coach
Rene Portland, who had an unwritten pol-
icy banning lesbians from her team. Also,
as out athletes, many of my jock friends
from other teams and I experienced isola-
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tion and rejection from our own team-
mates, many of whom are lesbians or
bisexuals! In fact, before a spring break
tournament in Florida, all of my team-
mates refused to room with me because
they feared that I would hit on them or
others might think they were queer, too.
Despite the obstacles my friends and 1
experienced, we were glad to be out
because of the many positive impacts being
visible had on ourselves, straight people
and other dyke jocks. To all you athletes
out there, COME OUT! We dominate the
wormen's sports scene anyway! And to all
you closeted, internalized-homophobic
athletes out there who are afraid of being
“guilty by association™ or whatever it is

you're afraid of,

s time to start support-
ing your teammates and end your own
fear-driven discrimination. If we are to
make people recognize us, we have to
stand up together.

Debbie Wyttenbach

Bellefonte, PA
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