Bylaws of the Nittany Grotto, a Chapter of the National Speleological Society

Revised 5/5/2004

Member ship and Dues

A.
B.

G.

All applicantsshal berequiredtofill out astandard membership blank.

Duesshall be determined asneeded to conduct Grotto business. Proposed changesin duesrate
must be put inwriting and submitted to the Grotto secretary to be read one meeting prior to
voting. A two-thirdsmajority of at least aquorum of Regular membersisrequired for adoption.
Duesfor Regular, Associate, and Persona Affiliate membersshall be equivaent except that
duesfor full-timestudentsof the PennsylvaniaState University may be set differently. Duesfor
Family Dependent members shall be one half (rounded to the nearest $0.25) of theratefor a
Regular member. Life membership duesshal betwenty timestherate set for aRegular non-
student member.

Duesshall be payablefor aminimum of oneyear. Non-studentsmay pay up to threeyearsin
advance. Lifemembershipsareexcluded from theselimits.

Any member missing three consecutive meetingsmay be placed ontheinactivelist at the
discretion of the Executive Board, and shall remainin such statusuntil they resume attendance at
mestings

Lifemembership duesmay be paidininstall mentsnot to exceed fiveannual payments. A
member paying installmentson aLifemembership shal berequired to pay annua duesin
additionto annud ingtallments.

Life membership duesincome shall be managed in such away asto generate fundsto pay for
costsassociated with lifemembers.

H. Student'sduesshall revert to non-student rates at dues-renewal time after they arenolonger a

full-timestudent.

Voting

A.
B.

C.

All Regular and Dependent membersshall havevoting privilegeson all voting matters.

Voting on congtitutional amendmentsshall beby mail if the necessary mgority specifiedinthe
Congtitutionisnot present at the meeting.

Except asotherwise provided, all businessrequiring voting shall be passed by amagjority vote of
at least aquorum of Grotto members.

Quorum

A.
B.

A quorum shall consist of 40% of the active Grotto members.
Activemembersshall beall those Regular and Dependent Grotto membersnot placed onthe
inactivelist asprovidedinsection|.E.

M eetings

A.

B.
C.

The officersand faculty advisor shall meet prior to thelast meeting of the semester to determine
ascheduleof eventsfor thefollowing semester.

Meetings of the Executive Board shal beheld asrequired.

Standing committee meetings shall be held when required and shal | be called by therespective
coordinators.



VI.

Elections

A.

moo

Thedection of officersfor thefollowing year shal beheld onthefirst regular meetingin No-
vember.

Candidates shall be nominated by anominating committee, in addition to any date presented by
the nominating committee, candidates may be nominated from thefloor. Nominationsshall be
presented or made at the same meeting in which theelectionsare held.

All electeesmust haveamgjority vote.

A mgjority of active membersmust be present for the el ection of officers.

Upontheresignation of any elected officer of the Grotto, thefollowing shall apply: (1) Election
tofill thevacancy shdl beheld at the next regular meeting followingintent toresign. (2) Election
proceduresfor the vacancy shall bethe sameaslistedin sectionsV.B., V.C.,and V.D.

Officers

1.

2.

B.

. Chairman

Qudifications

A. Must beamember of the National Speleological Society.

B. Must bean active Regular member of the Nittany Grotto and be ableto attend meetings
regularly.

Duties

A. Shdl presideat Executive Board meetings.

B. Shall bearepresentative of the Nittany Grotto at the Mid-A ppal achian Region meetings.

C. Shall act asthe Grotto spokesman and supervise and coordinate Grotto functions and activi-
ties.

D. Shdl bein charge of Grotto correspondence and maintain an up-to-date and orderly corre-
spondencefile.

E. Shall beresponsiblefor maintaining other Grotto filesin order and up-to-date.

F. May appoint temporary committees.

G. Must submit reportsrequired by the National Speleological Society, and shal maintain close
contact with that Society.

H. Shdll be ex-officio member of al committees.

Vice-Chairman

1. Qudifications- Sameasfor the Chairman.
2.Duties.

A. Shall assumethe dutiesof the Chairman when the Chairman isabsent.

B. Shdll presideat dl regular Grotto meetings.

C. Must haveadl Grotto correspondence co-signed by the Chairman or any other member of the
Executive Board in the Chairman’sabsence.

D. Shall seethat acopy of all outgoing correspondenceiskept inthe correspondencefile.

E. Shal bearepresentative of the Nittany Grotto at the Mid-A ppal achian Region meetings.



C. Secretary

1. Qudifications
A. Must beamember of the National Speleological Society.
B. Must beaRegular Grotto member.

2. Duties
A. Shal keeptheminutesof al regular and Executive Board meetings, and read them at the

following regular meeting.

B. Shall beresponsiblefor issuing membership cards.
C. Shall seethat each year’ sminutesare kept in aseparate notebook and that they are placedin

the Grottofilesat theend of the school year.

D. Treasurer

1. Qudlifications- Sameasfor Secretary

2. Duties
A. Shall maintain adetailed record of al Grotto income and expenditures.
B. Shall makeafinancia report at each regular Grotto meeting.
C. Shall discharge Grotto fundsonly asdirected by the Executive Board.
D. Shall seethat receiptsof expendituresarekept inthe Grottofiles.

VIl. ExecutiveBoard

A. Shall consist of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Faculty Advisor, thelatest
past Chairman (if still activeinthe Grotto), and the coordinators of the standing committees.
B. Dutiesand Powers

1.

o o

1.

Shall managethe business of the Graotto.

2. Must approveall expenditures of the Grotto.
3.
4. May raisefundsinany manner not inconsistent with policiesof the Board of Governorsof the

May appoint special committees.

Nationa Speleological Society.

Shall approve proj ects suggested by the Work Committee.

May recommend reimbursement inwhole or in part for expensesincurred by person or
persons conducting investigations or work projects approved by the Executive Board.

May recommend the revocation or suspension of membership asprovided by other by-laws.

C. All decisonsmade or action taken by the Executive Board may be overruled by atwo-thirds (2/
3) majority vote of at least aquorum of Regular membersof the Grotto.

VIII.  Faculty Advisor

A. Shall bean Honorary member during thetime he servesasadvisor.

B. Shdl sarveindefinitdly.

C. Uponresignation of the Faculty Advisor, the Executive Board shall select asuccessor.
D. Shall beamember of the Executive Board.



Standing Committees
A.General.

1.Each committee member shall be an active Grotto member.

2.Each committee shall consist of acoordinator and interested Grotto members.

3.Thecoordinator shall be appointed and can be removed by the Executive Board, when deemed
necessary.

4.Thecoordinator shall serveuntil the end of the school year.

5.Thecoordinator shall becomeamember of the Executive Board.

B. Photogr aphic Committee

1.Shall bein charge of black-and-white photo album and the color dides.

2.Shdl bein charge of photographic displaysand showingsand other Grotto photographic activi-
ties.

3.Shall bein charge of the selection of al photographsand color didesfor the Grotto Collection.

C.Field Trip, Exploration, and M apping Committee

1.Shdl promote and coordinate activities pertaining to surface and subsurface expl orations.
2.Shall compilerecordsof al field tripsto be kept inthe Grottofiles.
3.May suggest work projectsto the Executive Board.

D. Work Committee

1.Shall encourage work projectsof aserious nature among Grotto members.

2.Shall organizeand direct any work projectsassigned by the Executive Board.

3.Shall beresponsiblefor the submission of atypewritten report to the Executive Board for each
completed project.

E. Social and Publicity Committee

1.Shall beresponsiblefor placing meeting noticesinthe Daily Collegian, over the campusradio, and
ontheBulletin Boardsat the direction of the Executive Board.

2.5Shdl bein chargeof publicity and displayswith the Photographis Coordinator.

3.Shall bein charge of commercia cavetripsand other social eventsundertaken by the Grotto.

4.Shall beresponsiblefor publicity inany publication.

F. Safety and Equipment Committee

1.Shdl bein charge of maintaining and procuring Grotto equipment.
2.Shall maintain an up-to-dateinventory of al Grotto equipment.
3.Shdl instruct and supervise membersin safety procedures.
4.Shall organizearescueteamif at al possible.



G. Newdetter Committee

1.Shall be composed of membersof the Executive Board and interested Grotto members.

2.Theeditor of the Newsletter, as coordinator of thiscommittee, shall not be an officer or coordina-
tor of any other standing committee.

3.Shdl beresponsiblefor compiling, publishing, and distributing the Newd etter.

4.Shall recommend subscription ratesand policiesto the Executive Board.

H. Member ship

1.Shdl organize and coordinate membership drives.

2.Shall organizeand coordinate orientation trips.

3.Shall endeavor to seethat new membersbecomewell versed in thefundamentalsof caving.

4.Shdll aid the new membersintaking an active part infield trips, both their own and those orga-
nized by others.

|.Library

1.Shdll bein chargeof maintaining the Grotto Library and monitoringitsuse.
2.5hadl bein chargeof procuring materia for thelibrary.

3.Shdl filedl exchangepublications.

4.Shall promotethe useof thelibrary for Grotto members.

J.Program

1.Shdl bein chargeof organizing, arranging, and scheduling meeting-night programsand any specia
programs approved by the Executive Board.

2.May dispensewith programsduring thesummer.

3.Shall remind speakersat |east two weeks prior to their scheduled event.

Revocation of Member ship

A.Upon therecommendation of the Executive Board and by atwo-thirds (2/3) mgjority vote of at
least aquorum of Grotto members, amembership may berevoked for any of thefollowing
reasons.

1. Actionsendangering thewelfareand safety of Nittany Grotto and National Speleological
Society membersand guestsof elther society.

2 Actionsdetrimental to the good reputation of the Nittany Grotto and Nationa Speleo-
logica Society.

3. Actsof cavevandalism and violation of state conservation lawsrelating to caves.



XI.

XII.

XIII.

XIV.

Publications
A. Newdletter

1.Shall bepublished at least four timesayear.

2.Shall bedistributed to Grotto membersof al typesexcept Dependent members, the National
Speleologica Society library asrequired, subscribers, exchanging grottos and organi zations, and
entitledlibraries.

3. Four copiesshall bereserved for the grotto archives.

B. Files, maps, and thelibrary

1. Shdl be made avail able by the officer(s) in chargeto Grotto members, Nationa Speleological
Society members, and University officias. All othersneed Executive Board approval.

Amendments

A.Proposed amendmentsto these bylaws must be put inwriting and submitted to the Grotto
Secretary to beread one meeting prior to voting.

B.A two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of at |east aquorum of Regular membersisnecessary for
adoption.

Thesebylaws (and any amendmentsthereto) shall become effective upon approval by the Nittany
Grotto and by the National Speleologica Society.

Thenameof theNittany Grotto shall not besigned to any material writtenfor publication without the
expressed written consent of the Executive Board or Chairman.



