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How to startHow to start

An important problem or issue in higher An important problem or issue in higher 
educationeducation
Of general interest to readership of the journalOf general interest to readership of the journal
Contributes new knowledgeContributes new knowledge
Methodologically solidMethodologically solid
Well writtenWell written
Well writtenWell written
Well writtenWell written
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Well writtenWell written



The publication cyclep y

Submit article

Review
Reject

Feedback
Accept

Stop
Negative

6-9 months

ReviewFeedback

RevisePositive

Stop

Revise and 
resubmit

Resubmit 
elsewhere

6-9 months

Re-review
Reject

© 2004, D.E. Heller© 2004, D.E. Heller 33

Publication

Accept
9-12 months



What do journals look for?What do journals look for?jj

Quality of writingQuality of writing
Organization of ideasOrganization of ideas

Research design and methodResearch design and method
Quality or representativeness Quality or representativeness 
f d tf d tImportance of the Importance of the 

problemproblem
CreativityCreativity

of dataof data
Suitability of data analysisSuitability of data analysis
Presentation of data analysisPresentation of data analysisCreativityCreativity

Quality/completeness of Quality/completeness of 
literature reviewedliterature reviewed

Presentation of data analysisPresentation of data analysis
Adequacy of conclusions/ Adequacy of conclusions/ 
implicationsimplications

Conceptual groundingConceptual grounding
Appropriate lengthAppropriate length

Logical developmentLogical development
Writing style and readabilityWriting style and readability
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SuggestionsSuggestionsgggg

DoDo Don’tDon’t

Leave your ego at the doorLeave your ego at the door
Have colleagues/others give Have colleagues/others give 
you comments before sendingyou comments before sending

Be too narrowBe too narrow

Be atheoreticalBe atheoreticalyou comments before sendingyou comments before sending
Choose an appropriate journalChoose an appropriate journal
Read other articles in the Read other articles in the 
journaljournal

Ignore the journal guidelines Ignore the journal guidelines 
for length, style, etc.for length, style, etc.

Ignore previous research onIgnore previous research onjou ajou a
Ground your work conceptuallyGround your work conceptually
Explicitly state your research Explicitly state your research 
questionquestion
Cl l l i hCl l l i h

Ignore previous research on Ignore previous research on 
the same or similar topicsthe same or similar topics

Go overboard with figures and Go overboard with figures and 
tablestables

Clearly explain your research Clearly explain your research 
methodsmethods
Include implications for policy Include implications for policy 
and/or practiceand/or practice

Write poorlyWrite poorly

Be afraid!Be afraid!
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/ p/ p
Write well!Write well!



Other publication opportunitiesOther publication opportunitiesp ppp pp

Monographs for professional and other nonMonographs for professional and other non--
profit organizationsprofit organizations

Books (edited and authored)Books (edited and authored)

Book chaptersBook chapters

B k iB k iBook reviewsBook reviews

OpOp--ed/opinion piecesed/opinion pieces
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OpOp ed/opinion piecesed/opinion pieces


