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Brush Pile Construction 
By Amanda Subj in &  Nick Scaletta 

 
On Saturday February 21, 2005 eight SAF 

members and their advisor, Mike Powell, donated 
their time and energy to helping Nina Cohen, a 
graduate student in the School of Forest 
Resources.  Nina is conducting studies on 
brushpile habitats and their effects on small 
mammal populations in the Stone Valley 
Experimental Forest.   
The group aided in felling small diameter trees to 
be used to construct brush piles 8 feet wide by 6 
feet tall.  The logs were stacked in a crosshatch 
manner and covered with slash, which was to 
provide an inviting environment for the small 
mammals involved in the study.  The brush piles 
will be monitored over the next few years with 
traps and wildlife cameras in order to better 
understand the benefits of constructing brush 
piles.  Nina was grateful for our assistance.  
Additional brushpile construction will be 
conducted by Wildlife Society members. 
 

 
Chris Dahl and Nick Scaletta construct a brush pile while 

Jamie Murphy and Amanda Subjin supervise. 
 
 

 

 
Chapter Advisor Dr. Harry Wiant with Quiz Bowl Team 
members Bob Lindemuth, Amanda Subjin, and Carson 
Engelskirger, Chapter Advisor Mike Powell, and Quiz 

Bowl Coordinator Dr. Steve Resh. 
 

Allegheny SAF Winter  Meeting &  Quiz 
Bowl Victory 

By Bob L indemuth 
 

Several members of the Penn State SAF 
Student Chapter attended the Allegheny SAF 
meeting February 24 and 25 at the Mountain 
Laurel Resort in White Haven, PA.  The theme of 
the meeting was "Sustaining Biodiversity, Open 
Space, & Forestry".  After a day full of interesting 
presentations from a variety of speakers, the Penn 
State SAF Quiz Bowl Team defeated Penn State 
Mont Alto, winning the championship by a score 
of 60-55.  With the win came a plaque and award 
of $500, which will go towards sending members 
to the upcoming 2005 National Convention.      
 
Help Needed!  
·  The Penn State SAF Student Chapter has a proud 

history of recognition as one of the finest SAF 
Student Chapters in the nation!  To continue this 
tradition, volunteers are needed to help prepare the 
Outstanding Student Chapter application.  Anyone 
interested in helping can contact Amanda.      
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Trail Cleanup and Adoption 
By Ben Gamble 

 
  For two days in the Fall semester, member 

of the Penn State SAF Student Chapter worked to 
clean up and prepare a trail in Stone Valley 
adopted by the club.  Work began with the 
clearing of small trees and brush from the trail, 
blazing the trail with rectangular, sky blue blazes, 
building two bridges, the placement of a sign 
designating the trail, and ended with a walk of the 
entire trail to find and remove all debris on the 
trail and re-coat weathered blazes.  Volunteers 
included Jeff Chismar, Chris Dahl, Carson 
Engelskirger, Ben Gamble, Damian Houseknecht, 
Mark Hockley, Bob Lindemuth, John McGrath, 
Jamie Murphy, Mike Powell, and Amanda 
Subjin.  The next installment in the trail cleanup 
saga will be held Saturday April 9. 
 

 
Amanda Subjin, Mark Hockley, Jamie Murphy, Chris Dahl, 

and Jeff Chismar at the trailhead after a morning of hard 
work. 

�
Please feel free to contact any officer  or  club 
advisor  with questions, comments, or  suggestions: 
 
President:  Amanda Subjin (aes254) 
Vice President:  Layne Miller (lem180) 
Ag. Student Council Rep: Chad Atwood (cja158) 
Treasurer:  Scott Rogers (srr156) 
Corresponding Secretary:  Carson Engelskirger 
(cge103) 
Recording Secretary & Newsletter Editor:  Bob 
Lindemuth (rml168) 
Advisors:  Dr. Harry V. Wiant, Jr. (hvw3) 
                  Mike Powell (mjp175) 
 

Tree Farm Inspector  Cer tification 
By Bob Lindemuth 

 
On Tuesday, March 15 several members 

of the Penn State Student Chapter of SAF 
participated in the American Tree Farm System 
Inspector Certification Training.  The event was 
well attended by students as well as several 
foresters from industry and the public sector.  
Dave Jackson, Chairman of the State Tree Farm 
Committee of Pennsylvania and Gary Gilmore, 
past Chairman conducted the 3-hour course.  
Upon graduation, PSU SAF members will be 
certified to inspect private forestlands in the 
American Tree Farm System.    
   
Upcoming Events! 
·  The trip to Grey Towers and the surrounding area 

of Pike County is rapidly approaching.  The group 
will be departing April 1 for a fun and educational 
weekend that will consist of visiting Grey Towers 
National Historic Site, former home of Gifford 
Pinchot, meeting Peter Pinchot (great grandson of 
Gifford) for a tour of the Milford Experimental 
Forest, and exploring the quaint town of Milford 
and the surrounding areas.   

 
·  On Tuesday, April 5 there will be a Logger's 

Safety Meeting in Johnsonburg.  If there is enough 
interest among club members, we will obtain a van 
for travel to the meeting.  There will also be a free 
dinner and door prizes.  Anyone interested can 
contact Amanda. 

 
·  There will be a seminar on how to write forest 

stewardship plans from 10am to 3pm on April 6 at 
the Bald Eagle State Forest District Office in 
Hartleton.  For more information, contact Chris 
Dahl (cad182). 

 
·  Volunteers will be needed to help with the Society 

of American Foresters Student Chapter display at 
the College of Agricultural Sciences Open House 
April 9 from 7:45-11am in the HUB Alumni Hall. 

 
·  We will be showing the newly released movie 

"History of PA Forests" at an upcoming meeting, 
along with pizza and refreshments.   

  


