A er to Ibberson’s Tree Farm
By Chad Atwood

On Sunday October 24, 2004, eight
student members and three advisors of the
Penn State Student Chapter of the Society of
American Foresters took atrip to Joseph
Ibberson’ s 450-acre tree farm, one of four
tree farms owned by Mr. Joseph Ibberson, a
well-respected and generous alumni of the
school. This particular tree farm islocated
in Halifax Township, Dauphin County.

Upon arriva at the tree farm the
students noticed a sign proudly proclaiming
that thiswas a*“Tree Farm of the Year”, and
soon would recognize why this special place
was given such an award. Aswe pulled up
to apicnic table the focus was on an
adjacent bass pond. Asflyerswere passed
around and Mr. Ibberson was introduced to
the group, the history of the farm was
discussed. The management plan was
presented to the group by Joe Petroski, a
graduate student from Penn State. Healso
proudly displayed his latest trophy buck,
recently harvested while hunting on the tree
farm. Next, Mr. Ibberson gladly displayed
his school of large mouth bass by lofting
some food pellets into the pond, bringing the
fish to afeeding frenzy.

The tour showcased the diversity of
thetreefarm. Mr. Ibberson and Joe acted as
excellent tour guides, taking the group to
ponds, a spring, unique trees, and intriguing
stands of mixed oak, maple, birch, poplar,
and basswood. The tree farm offers
numerous exceptional views of the
Susquehanna River and its distinctive water
gaps. Herethe group received a crash
course on the topography and geology of the
area. The guides aso had an extraordinary
three-dimensional map of Pennsylvania s

topography.
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While the weather was cool and
blustery, the tour was outstanding. Photos
were taken and there was one | ast round of
Q&A before the group had to return to State
College. It wasavery inspiring trip and
specia thanks goes out to Joe Petroski and
our host, Mr. Ibberson.

Rothrock Chapter M eeting
By Bob Lindemuth

SAF members Ralph Campbell,
Chris Dahl, Bob Lindemuth, and Jamie
Murphy attended the SAF Rothrock Chapter
Meeting Wednesday, December 8 in State
College, PA. After abuffet-style dinner,
those in attendance listened to Adam
Rousselle, President of Falcon Informatics;
speak about his company’s high-tech
inventory systems.

Adam Rousselle, President of Falcon Informatics

39 Annual 1bberson Forum
By Bob Lindemuth

On November 4, severa members
of the Penn State SAF Student Chapter
attended the 3rd Annua | bberson-Chauncey
Forestry Forum at the Penn Stater
Conference Center. The forum opened with
welcome talks by Dr. Charles Strauss,
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Director of Penn State® School of Forest
Resources, Lloyd Casey, President of the
Pennsylvania Forestry Association, and Dr.
Harry V. Wiant Jr., Joseph Ibberson Chair in
Forest Resource Management. The forum
included a lecture by Dr. James Armstrong
on the subject of ecoterrorismin forestry
and also adiscussion of timber trespass by
Tim Hicksand Dr. Harry V. Wiant, Jr.

Panel discussions of landowners, industry,
attorneys, and government officials followed
each speaker. The forum concluded
following remarks by Dr. Henry Gerhold
and Lloyd Casey.

Penn State SAF Christmas Tree

Sale
By Chris Dahl

Over the span of three weekends
this past December, the Penn State student
SAF chapter held its second annual
Christmas tree sale in conjunction with the
Eta chapter of Xi SigmaPi (the National
Forestry Honor Society). Treeswere sold
on two of the weekends outside of the Forest
Resources Lab and on the third weekend at
the Festival of Treesin the Penn State Ag
Arena.

Treesfor thisyear’ s sale were
obtained from one of the Penn State
Christmas Tree Research Orchards. This
research is funded by the Pennsylvania Tree
Improvement Program and the Pennsylvania
Christmas Tree Growers Association. Dr.
Henry Gerhold of the Penn State School of
Forest Resources has been successfully
improving the genetics of Pennsylvania
Christmas trees since the late 1960's. Penn
State staff member Tim Phel ps helped
coordinate the tree harvesting along with
SAF student chapter members Chris Dahl
and Jamie Murphy. Student chapter
members Ben Gamble, Bob Lindemuth, and
Jamie Murphy led al volunteersin hours
worked. Over 60 Canaan firs were sold this
year.

Canaan firs are considered to be a
variety of the balsam fir and are very similar
to both Fraser and balsam firsin growth and
appearance. They have the ability to grow
in soils not as well suited to the other native
firs. The trees sold thisyear proved to be
extremely hardy with soft and long lasting
needles. Leftover trees were donated to
several members of the Healing Springs
Community Church near State College, PA.

Proceeds from the sale totaled over
$1,500.00 and this was split between the
SAF student chapter, Xi SigmaPi, and Penn
State Christmas Tree Research. Both
organizations would like to thank all of the
student volunteers and individual s that
purchased trees at this year’ s sale. So, when
December rolls around next year, keep the
Penn State SAF student chapter in mind
when looking for agreat Christmastree.

Upcoming Events

- Camping TriptoJoelbberson’s Tree
Farm — After atour of Mr. Ibberson’s
Tree Farm, he invited members of our
chapter to return to histree farm for a
camping trip in the spring. Details will
be provided in the future.
Winter Allegheny SAF Meeting—The
SAF Allegheny Society’s Winter
meeting will be held February 23-25 at
the Mountain Laurel Resort in White
Haven, PA. We will have a 3-person
team to compete in the Quiz Bowl. Any
interested in being on the team or
practicing can email Bob for practice
dates and times.
2005 SAF National Convention —This
year’s nationa convention will be held
October 19-23 in Fort Worth, Texas.
Interested members are encouraged to
begin planning for the trip.
April Trip to Milford —This April we
will be taking aweekend trip to Milford,
PA. During thistrip we plan to visit
Grey Towers National Historic Site,
former home of Gifford Pinchot, historic
Milford, and the surrounding area.
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