
1 
 

 
Editors: Prasanna Chidambaram, Anirban Hazra, Piyush Thakre, Gayatri Muthukrishnan 

Letter from the President 
Shyamala Subramanian 

Welcome to AID and warm greetings from the Penn State volunteers! 

Let me begin with a short story that has been a constant source of 
ÉÎÓÐÉÒÁÔÉÏÎ Ȱ! ÍÁÎ ×ÁÌËÉÎÇ ÏÎ Á ÂÅÁÃÈ ÃÏÍÅÓ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ Á ÙÏÕÎÇ ÇÉÒÌ 
who is doing something strange. She is picking up the starfish swept 
ashore by the waves and putting them back into the sea one at a 
time. The starfish were desperately trying to get back into the 
waters. He goes up to her and asks her "Why are you doing that? 
There are thousands of starfish lying on the beach, how can you 
make a difference?" She looks at him, picks up yet another starfish 
ÁÎÄ ÐÌÁÃÅÓ ÉÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁȠ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÓ Ȱ7ÅÌl it made a difference to 
ÔÈÁÔ ÆÉÓÈȦȱȱ 

Similarly, the challenges facing India may seem innumerable and 
insurmountable. It appears that there may not be a solution to 
multitude of problems that are so deep-rooted. However, we at AID, 
instead of being overwhelmed by the hurdles and disappointed by 
the widespread crises, try to develop solutions mainly through our 
ÍÏÔÔÏ ÏÆ Ȱsangarsh (struggle), seva (service) and nirman 
ɉÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔɊȱȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÍÙ ÐÒÉÖÉÌÅÇÅ ÔÏ ÓÕÍÍÁÒÉÚÅ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÉÎÇ 
and fund-raising activities along with the various grassroots project 
that AID ɀ Penn State supported during the year 2006-2007. 

The first event of this year was the annual AID conference which was 
held in Columbus in May 2006. Thanks to the travel funds from the 
UPAC, ten volunteers from our chapter attended the conference.  

This year, we decided to invest our efforts in new fund-raising 
activities and work towards building a donor base for the chapter. 
Accordingly, in Nov 2007 we organized the first AID Donor Relations 
Meeting, targeted at the non-student population of State College. The 
meeting aimed to inform the donors about the projects undertaken 
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by AID during the past years and also to familiarize them with our 
systematic project review process.  

The second fund raising activity was planned in coordination with 
our annual food festival ɀ Ȭ4ÁÓÔÅ ÏÆ )ÎÄÉÁȭȢ The popularity of the food 
festival helped us attract event sponsors and advertisements from 
local establishments. While some businesses have taken the 
opportunity to sponsor specific food stalls for publicity during the 
event, others have placed advertisements in this issue of Sankalp 
2007. With the guidance of Mr. Ashok Gandhi and Mrs. Jayashree 
Sonti and the untiring efforts of the volunteers, we were able to 
generate approximately $ 1,665 in sponsorships and advertisements. 
We also offered patron tickets which fetched another $ 660 through 
generous donations. I would like to thank all our sponsors, patrons, 
and donors for the invaluable support. 

The food festival has been our annual fund raising event for the past 
8 years drawing a crowd of almost 500 people every year. Our 
sincere thanks to all the AID supporters, especially the families who 
have assisted with cooking and other event related activities. The 
event would not have been a resounding success without your time 
and effort. We would also like to take this opportunity to extend our 
heartiest congratulations to Mrs. Jayashree Sonti, faculty advisor to 
AID - Penn State, for receiving ÔÈÅ Ȭ!ÃÈÉÅÖÉÎÇ 7ÏÍÅÎ !×ÁÒÄȭ ɉ!7A) 
award from Penn State. This award is given to distinguished and 
accomplished women at the University.  

The enthusiasm level of the volunteers remained high throughout 
the year with 10 new volunteers joining the association. The funds 
raised through volunteering during the football games was 
excellently coordinated (by Gagan Gothania, Vivek Verma and 
Vasudha Dhar) with ~10-15 volunteers turning up to man the food 
stalls for every game. The enthusiasm and sincerity shown by the 
volunteers impressed the stall manager Cindy so much, that she 
submitted a special request to work with AID for the upcoming 
football season. Additional funds were raised this year by 
volunteering at two soccer games. Apart from the fund-raising 
activities, we also organized various other activities including a 
picnic for new volunteers and a candle light vigil on 15th August to 
mark the Independence Day of India. In October, as a part of NGDOS 
(National Gandhi Day of Service), AID screened the Oscar nominated 
movie ɀ Ȭ7ÁÔÅÒȭ in Thomas building. 
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Last year, Dr. Latha Bhushan, one of our community members 
introduced us to an NGO Prerana which is a home for disabled and 
blind women in Bangalore. This year we were introduced to an NGO 
Vatsalya by Dr. Jainendra Jain.  

In 2006, AID ɀ Penn State supported seven projects in various parts 
of India amounting to $ 29,227. A short summary of the undertaken 
projects and the implementing NGOs is given in the table below. This 
Sankalp issue also highlights the projects and financial summary in 
separate articles. The work covers a broad range of areas including 
child development, health, human rights, alternative livelihood 
ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ &ÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ !)$ȭÓ ÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÌÏÎÇ-term 
partnership with promising and reliable NGOs in India, we continued 
to strengthen our relationship with the group Jagrutha Mahila 
Sanghatan (JMS) with whom our chapter has been involved for the 
past seven years. The terracotta jewelry made by Dalit women was 
hugely popular and AID volunteers managed to generate $ 600 by 
selling the jewelry in State College and other US chapters. The money 
has been sent directly to the women in JMS.  

Overall, the past year was hugely successful with the start of fresh 
projects, increased fund-raising activities and new volunteers. The 
volunteers along with the active community members are the 
backbone of this association. Their continued enthusiasm and energy 
keeps this organization going. Hopefully many of you will be infused 
with this energy and decide to devote some time to this noble cause. 
We look forward to seeing some new faces in our weekly Community 
Service Hour (CSH). 

Project/NGO 
supported 

Location Aim 

Vatsalya 
Jaipur 

(Rajasthan) 
Rehabilitation of orphaned and 
abandoned children. 

Sikshana 
Bangalore 

(Karnataka) 
Improvement of learning levels in the 
public schools.  

Muskaan New Delhi 
Vocational training and education to 
intellectually challenged persons. 

Jagrutha 
Mahila 

Sanghatan 

Raichur  
(Karnataka) 

To work towards social and economic 
upliftment of landless agricultural 
laborers, women and most importantly 
Dalit communities. 
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Parivartan 
Shikshan 
Sanstha 

Wadala 
(Mumbai) 

Provide free non-formal school to 
children belonging to extremely poor 
families of the slum.  

Sahyog 
Pune 

(Maharashtra) 
Mental rehabilitation of prisoners 
through Gandhian philosophy. 

Prerana 
Bangalore 

(Karnataka) 
Rehabilitation of disabled and visually 
impaired women. 

-t-u-o-t-u- 

Jagrutha Mahila Sanghatan ɀ Our Long-term Partner 
Shakuntala Sundararajan 

The Jagrutha Mahila Sanghatan (JMS) is a registered union of women 
agricultural laborers in the drought-prone area of Raichur district, in 
Karnataka (a southern state of India).  The association of JMS and 
AID ɀ Penn State dates back to 2000. A group of social workers in 
Karnataka saw the need for intervention to uplift the farming 
community in the region which was crippled by poverty, 
unemployment, and illiteracy. The team envisioned a community 
based organization with an active involvement from the local women 
folk, to address social and economic problems faced by the 
community. Seven years since JMS was founded, the original goals of 
the social activists have been met and a lot more has been achieved. 
Today JMS operates through its basic village units, wherein the 
women agricultural laborers, mobilized as Sanghas (groups), are in 
charge of all the union strategies and activities.             

The major focus of the Sangha has been to develop alternative 
livelihood programs for the villagers. In this direction, the neem and 
bio fertilizer, terracotta jewelry, community herbal medicine, 
vermicompost, livestock development, and soap making units were set 
up with financial support from AID ɀ Penn State.  Since their 
inception in 2002 all units have become self-sustaining and have 
provided a reliable alternative livelihood resource for the 
community. In 2005, the neem processing unit of JMS was chosen for 
ÔÈÅ ȬCitigroup Small Enterprise Awardȭ ÁÍÏÎÇÓÔ ÁÌÌ non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) in India. In addition to the above activities, an 
economically viable public food distribution system was started by 
the women in JMS to ensure reasonable standards of nutrition. Also 
ÓÅÔ ÕÐ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ Ȭ#ÈÉÌÌÉÐÉÌÉ ÓÈÁÌÅȬɀ a non formal school for children of 
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the women laborers. Enrollment has steadily increased over the 
years and helps integrate the local students in main stream schools.                                                                 

Our long-term successful collaboration with JMS has become a model 
project for other AID chapters in the United States. To sustain the 
momentum gathered over the past few years, our chapter has joined 
hands with other chapters such as, Tempe, Chicago, and Clemson for 
funding future project proposals from JMS. Recently, the four 
chapters together approved a proposal from JMS with budget of 
$15,000 for purchase and maintenance of a tractor which will be 
owned by the community. This facility will be instrumental in their 
initiative of agricultural 
reconstruction through 
promotion of organic farming 
and waste-land development. 
The tractor will be used to 
upgrade the wasteland allotted 
to the community a few years 
ago by the government and 
make it cultivable. This 
initiative would promote food-
security and livelihood by 
enabling the farmers to grow 
food-grains on their own lands.                     Terracotta jewelry 

Over the years a number of Penn State volunteers have visited JMS 
and documented the progress made by the organization. AID Chicago 
volunteer, Lenin Kailasammani, who recently visited JMS notes that 
when asked what the most significant improvement has been in their 
lives, the unequivocal answer is - their empowerment. While the 
community acknowledges the improved economic status, they 
maintain that this journey that began seven years ago with a bunch 
of social workers has taught them to be self reliant and made them 
aware of several opportunities that they never knew existed. The 
JMS movement that started with merely 10 villages has now grown 
multifold and currently constitutes of 34 Sanghas serving 2,500 
women in more than 25 villages. The current working staff of JMS 
includes 8 women and 5 men. The Sangha representatives and the 
JMS staff meet every month and collectively decide on the direction 
and implementation of the work.  
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We communicate with the people in JMS on a regular basis through 
emails and conference calls. JMS is one of the very few groups where 
the women in the community are at the forefront and participate 
actively in the decision making of the organization. Indeed this has 
been a fruitful and satisfying journey for everyone involved and we 
at AID - Penn State hope that we can support JMS in all their 
endeavors to witness a remarkable social change and a complete 
economic self reliance. 

-t-u-o-t-u- 

Vatsalya-Small Scale Grants for Street Children Program 
Monika Setia & Jainendra Jain 

 Ȱ6ÁÔÓÁÌÙÁȱ --ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÔÅÎÄÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÒÉÎÇ ÌÏÖÅ ÆÏÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ 

Introduction: Vatsalya is an NGO, located in Jaipur, Rajasthan, 
involved in rehabilitation of orphaned and abandoned children and 
in community development. The aim of the organization is to 
improve the quality of life of underprivileged children through 
services, advocacy, and networking. Established in 1995, Vatsalya 
spent its initial 4-5 years in welfare activities for helping street 
children in various localities of Jaipur. Major activities of Vatsalya 
started in the year 2000, with main focus on street children 
activities. Gradually, the expansion of work area included community 
development activities.  

Organization: Vatsalya currently employs around 50 professional 
staff members. The organization is headed by Dr. Hitesh Gupta, the 
CEO. Vatsalya aims at providing direct quality care to destitute, 
orphaned, and abandoned children aiming at their complete social 
integration. The organization also works towards community 
development through research, training, and technology based 
innovations. Vatsalya has partnerships with international 
organizations including European Commission, UNFPA, UNICEF, 
Foundation Children of Tomorrow, and CRY America. Some of the 
volunteers associated with Vatsalya are from France, England, 
Portugal, The United States of America, Canada, India, The 
Netherlands, and Czech Republic.  

Work Areas: The two focus areas of work for Vatsalya are 
rehabilitation of children and healthcare research and training. 
Project execution area of the NGO is Rajasthan, the largest state of 
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India with a population of 58 million. Major projects of Vatsalya are 
located in and around 16 districts of Rajasthan. The projects include: 

 Udyan: A home for orphaned and abandoned children 
 Karuna: An outreach service for the street children 
 Kavach: An educational and service oriented project for 

truckers to prevent HIV/AIDS 
 CRY supported primary health care activities for maternal 

and child health 
 Indian Space Research Organization supported rural 

development activities 

Role of AID - Penn State:  Our chapter was involved in funding a part 
of the project Udyan, a fulltime residential care service for orphaned 
and abandoned children. Udyan is 
spread over 11 acres of land in the 
outskirts of Jaipur city. It provides 
residential facility, school, library 
and computer facilities, medical 
centre, meditation centre, 
vocational training units, staff 
quarters, mess hall and ample 
space for play activities. 
                                                                              Study session at Udyan 

The goals of Udyan are to enable orphaned and abandoned children 
to grow into responsible adults and live a happy and productive life, 
develop self-sustaining skills among children, and offer the option of 
vocational training after they finish their primary education. The 
village is a fully operational facility, which at any given time has 
about 55 children from ages 2 to 16 years. The operational cost of 
the project is $ 45,000 per annum, with a part of this ($ 25,000) 
donated by Ms. Carole Ann Wyman of Santa Fe, NM, USA.  

Dr. Jainendra Jain from State College had taken a tour of the program 
during his visit to India, and also organized a talk by Dr. Hitesh Gupta 
for the AID - Penn State chapter in May 2006. The talk highlighted 
issues related to children who lived without adult care and exposed 
to the risk of child abuse on the street. These children need help and 
support which Udyan provides through its child care program. AID - 
Penn State discussed with Vatsalya, their long term vision and 
various needs of the project. Vatsalya proposed several programs for 
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which AID could provide financial support, which included 
education, building more residential facility, installation of solar 
panels, plantation, expansion of vocational training, and building a 
water tank. Due to their urgent need of water tank to help maintain 
24 hour supply of water, our chapter, after careful consideration, 
promptly decided to fund the water tank project. The total support 
from AID was of $ 5,600. 

-t-u-o-t-u- 

Parivartan Shikshan Sanstha ɀ Education for Social Change! 
Rushabh Mehta & Piyush Thakre 

Parivartan Shikshan Sanstha (PSS) was founded in 1997 to provide 
free non-formal education to children in Sangam Nagar of Wadala 
(East), Mumbai. This slum is home to about 200,000 people, mostly a 
floating population of migrant laborers. AID ɀ Penn State has 
supported PSS financially ($ 4,800) for the year 2006-07 to provide 
education to 100 children from the slum.  

The nearest Municipal school is a 45 minute walk from Sangam 
Nagar. In order to overcome 
the lack of educational 
facilities, a resident advocate 
Mr. Shakil Ahmed started PSS 
in 1997 with the involvement 
of eight other members. 
Through a non-formal school, 
PSS provides education to the 
children from extremely poor 
families.                                                      Drawing session in the school 

Transformation of Parivartan: What financial stability can do to an 
organization is clearly visible from the way PSS has progressed in 
the past ten months. Thanks to the funding from AID ɀ Penn State, 
children attendance has increased, quality of classes have improved, 
and the confidence of the teachers has gone up tremendously. 
Gangadhar Shinde, the coordinator of PSS, is doing an excellent job of 
motivating the teachers and has contributed significantly towards a 
smooth functioning of the organization. A few volunteers from AID 
Mumbai (Om Damani, Rajitha and Rushabh) recently visited the non-
formal school to monitor the progress. The volunteers prepared a 
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report and also compiled a short video. They observed a marked 
difference in children in terms of awareness and learning as 
compared to their previous visit. It was impressive to see the school 
attendance, a meticulously written daily activity report by teachers, 
and the weekly plans. All such activities were absent in 2005. 

Work in Progress: The school caters to children in the age group of 5 
to 12 years and provides: (1) Alternative education to children who 
do not go to school, (2) Preschool education for younger children to 
facilitate their smooth transition into the government/municipal 
schools, (3) Support education for those who attend formal schools 
but require assistance with the school work. There are two 
classrooms in two different areas of the slum. One room is owned by 
the PSS and the other is rented at Rs. 1,000 ($ 23) per month. There 
are four batches in all, two for younger kids (age 5 to 8) and two for 
elder kids (age 8 to 12). The three teachers who were hired are well 
qualified and also underwent a training program conducted by 
education consultant Feruzan Mehta. Several meetings were 
conducted with the teachers to discuss strategies and to finalize the 
curriculum. Before starting the classes, a detailed survey was carried 
out to locate children who were not going to school. In addition to 
academics, many extracurricular activities like educational picnics, 
origami training, Independence Day celebration, drawing and crafts, 
and motivational talks are planned on a regular basis. Active 
participation is also sought from the parents through meetings.  

Long Term Goals: PSS is working towards an overall development of 
the slum. The problems that plague the residents are many and 
beyond the scope of what PSS can do alone. However, it is important 
to continue the ongoing efforts to bring in a social change. In the long 
term, Parivartan would like to expand its infrastructure in terms of 
space availability for the school. Currently, the small size of the two 
rooms limits the enrollment.  PSS also aims to have a community 
center and a library. There is an acute need for educational charts, 
books, and toys. 

 AID Perspective: PSS is an excellent outreach project for AID since 
Mumbai is very accessible. As many as ten volunteers visited the 
school from different chapters of AID in the US. On one occasion, 25 
IIT Bombay students visited the slum. It proved to be an eye opener 
for them and gave them perspective and motivation to work for a 
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social cause. AID ɀ Penn State volunteers keep in regular touch with 
PSS.  

The mood in PSS is positive and ambitious. Parivartan must grow 
many folds to provide any visible impact on the lifestyle of the 
residents. We at AID must help them sustain till they are able to find 
their feet. The real benefit of our investment will only happen when 
PSS is able to realize its potential.  

-t-u-o-t-u- 

The Van that put Prerana Girls on the Road to Success 
Latha Bhushan & Bhushan Jayarao 

Prerana Resource Center (PRC) is an NGO based in Karnataka. The 
ÍÁÉÎ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÆ Ȱ0ÒÅÒÅÎÁȱ has been the upliftment of neglected, 
disabled poor girls especially the blind, by training and providing 
employment and instilling confidence to lead a normal cheerful life.  

We were introduced to Prerana Resource Center (PRC) by our friend 
Mrs. Hamsa Ghorphade. She is a retired college principal in 
Bangalore and a sitar artist. Part of the funding to construct the 
Prerana hostel was donated by Mrs. Ghorphade in memory of her 
parents Mrs. and Mr. Maney. She was instrumental in introducing us 
to Mrs. Prashantha, the director of PRC. Mrs. Prashanta has won 
several awards for her commitment and excellence in service to the 
girls at PRC. As a result of our 
meeting and visit to Prerana a 
proposal was submitted to AID ɀ 
Penn State chapter in the fall 
2005. The committee members 
of the association took a 
detailed look at the proposal 
and made a decision to fund 
Prerana center to buy a Maruti 
Van in the spring 2006.                            Training session at Prerana 

During the summer of 2006, we visited PRC, along with Mrs. 
Ghorphade and our family. The girls at Prerana greeted us that 
ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇ ÂÙ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ Ȱ4ÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ !)$ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ 
ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÅÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÎÄÓ ÔÏ ÂÕÙ Á -ÁÒÕÔÉ 6ÁÎȢȱ 4ÈÉÓ 
greeting was followed with their rendering of evening bhajans which 
touched our heart. Later, over a cup of tea we had a conversation 
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with the girls at PRC. They had questions for my daughter about the 
American schools, National Anthem (which she sang for them), 
questions about American politics, weather, travel and about our 
jobs. In short, we would like to say that we did not have a dull 
moment. They wrote a thank you note in Braille for the support they 
have received from AID. If you happen to visit Bangalore, please visit 
PRC and you will see for yourself the change AID has brought in their 
daily lives. 

We are delighted to inform about the progress of the Prerana girls 
because of the support of AID.  Immediately on the arrival of Maruti 
Omni van, eighteen girls from Prerana had an opportunity of 
participating in a skill development training camp at Doddaballapur, 
a town near Bangalore. These girls were given training by the ABB 
Company. The training center and the place of their stay were not 
close. Therefore, the van was of immense help for traveling from 
their residence to the training center. The punctuality in attending 
the training and the zeal of the girls from Prerana impressed ABB. As 
a result, the company authorities have sanctioned an assembly unit 
(that makes electrical switches) to Prerana. Eighteen Prerana girls 
are working on this unit. The monthly turnover from the unit is 
about Rs. 22,000 ($ 490). Seeing this progress, the other girls are 
motivated and enthusiastic about their future and the opportunities 
it may hold for them. AID ɀ Penn State through its generous 
contribution has made a world of difference for Prerana Resource 
Center.  

-t-u-o-t-u- 

8th Annual AID Conference at AID-Columbus 
Sampada Marathe & Monika Setia 

The 8th Annual AID conference was hosted during the Memorial Day 
weekend (May 27 ɀ 29, 2006) by AID Columbus at Ohio State 
University. Around 146 volunteers, representing 35 AID chapters 
from around the US and India attended the conference in Columbus, 
Ohio. Ten excited AID-Penn State Nittany Lions drove to Columbus 
for the three day conference. All volunteers attending the conference 
were welcomed warmly by the hosts.  

Being associated with projects and events at the local chapters, the 
volunteers look forward to attending this annual event. The 
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conference helps volunteers relate to the vision of AID and 
ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ȬÂÉÇ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅȭȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ Á ÐÌÁÔÆÏÒÍ 
for like-minded people from all over the US and India to get together 
and share their experiences and ideas. More over it is a great venue 
to exchange ideas about fundraising which forms a big part of AID 
activities. 

Keynote Speakers:  
Keynote addresses serve the dual role of inspiring volunteers as well 
as setting future directions. The two keynote speakers at the 
conference were Dr. Jayalakshmi Sreedhar and Mr. Sangayya. R. 
Hiremath.  

Dr. Jayalakshmi Sreedhar, an eminent health communications expert 
with Internews Network, presented the challenges posed by 
AIDS/HIV for the developing world.  

Prof. Sangayya. R. Hiremath, a pioneer in environment and rural 
empowerment movements, presented his vision of Swaraj (freedom) 
for India as a civil society that has greater control over water, forest, 
land and minerals, and is empowered by local gram sabhas (village 
council).  

Sessions at the Conference:  
State Of Aid ɀ !Ó ÁÌ×ÁÙÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Ȭ3ÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ !)$ȭ ÂÙ 
Ravi Kuchimanchi of AID India. Ravi is currently an AID Jeevan 
Saathi (lifetime fellow) and has been involved in development of 
rural parts of India. Ravi spoke about the progress made by AID in 
the last few years. The session included a survey on general 
perspective of AID from members; what determines state of AID, 
how is AID different, the Jeevan Saathi program, accountability of 
AID, how do we relate to AID, composition of AID, and the 
weaknesses of the organization. At the end of the session, there was 
a discussion on challenges and future directions for the organization. 

Donor Relations ɀ The theme of this session was about discussing 
various ideas on building long-term relationship with donors. The 
ideas included the following: convey the progress about the projects 
funded by donors, invite donors to weekly meetings to get them 
involved.  

AID Media Team ɀ This team is a channel to help get the voice of AID 
in the media and establish AID as a platform to address the concerns 



13 
 

of the poor and the marginalized. In this session, there were 
suggestions about talking to different media channels ɀ local, 
national, and international - depending on the event. A proposal to 
work closely with the publication team and the chapters to provide 
media support for events was also agreed on.  

AID Saathis (fellows) ɀ The main aim of this session was to discuss 
the various issues where AID Saathis have been involved including 
environmental activism, rights of marginalized groups, good 
governance, and food security. The presenters in this session 
provided updates on the developments in the program, gave 
information on the new Saathis, changes made to the Saathi stipends, 
and formation of a separate website for Saathis and Jeevan Saathis. 

The main sessions were followed by ice-breaker sessions during the 
three days. Other sessions at the conference included the Anti-Coke 
Campaign 2006, IT resources training/awareness and management, 
AID Visual, Bhopal Campaign, talk on Land Rights by professor 
Hiremath, Hundred Blocks Programs in Bihar, and an AIDS/HIV 
session by Dr. Sreedhar. 

An eco-shop fashion show along with a skit performed by AID 
volunteers were among other popular sessions at the conference. 
After attending the sessions, meeting a lot of other committed 
volunteers and eating a lot of nice Indian food, we returned to State 
College with a renewed sense of responsibility and eagerness to get 
back to the volunteer work. 

-t-u-o-t-u- 

Muskaan: Clearing the Fog Around Intellectual Disability 
Pratik Mankidy 

In early 2006, Dr. Shanti Auluck, founder and current director of 
Muskaan, a non-profit organization addressing the needs of children 
with intellectual disabilities, had approached our local chapter of 
AID. Dr. Auluck and her husband started Muskaan along with 
parents of mentally handicapped children as a forum to help the 
children and their families. The organization has two goals: (A) To 
empower parents by providing them with emotional support and 
appropriate information (B) To provide comprehensive education 
and training to the children and also other intellectually challenged 
adults so that they can be self-reliant. 
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The Muskaan centre is in the Vasant Kunj area in New Delhi. Their 
efforts have helped a better social understanding of the nature of 
intellectual disability. It is not a mental illness as is commonly 
mistaken. It is a case where development is slowed down and the 
level of intellectual functioning varies from person to person. Such 
people according to Dr. Auluck have the capacity to learn if 
appropriate opportunities are available.  

!Ô -ÕÓËÁÁÎȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ 
Á×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÓÅÌÆ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔȟ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ 
and emotional development, everyday living skills and training for 
specific vocations. Assistance available to parents includes 
counseling, lectures, workshops etc. The vocational training is done 
at the centre to develop the skills required for specific jobs such as 
making greeting cards, candles, office stationary, masala (Indian 
cooking spices), bakery products, etc. The individuals are given a 
stipend for their work at the 
centre. In addition the centre 
searches for employment 
opportunities for them. During 
the course of a day at the centre, 
the children are also able to get 
involved with other activities 
such as exercising in a gym, 
dancing or learning how to use a 
computer.                                                  Recreational time at the centre 

When Dr. Auluck approached us, she had suggested a few ways in 
which we could help Muskaan and its activities. One way would be to 
help out with sponsoring students at the Muskaan centre for a year. 
We could alternatively sponsor the salaries of teachers and 
instructors at the centre for a year or help with the cost of purchase 
of raw materials required for their vocational programs. Another 
option was to support Muskaan in an endeavor to promote 
awareness in society about intellectual disabilities and the capacity 
and potential of such individuals in the mainstream society. This 
awareness drive was part of the activities commemorating the 25th 
year anniversary of its inception. Some of the activities involved 
were an informative theatre workshop traveling to schools and 
colleges in the New Delhi area, distribution of souvenir brochures 
ÔÈÁÔ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ -ÕÓËÁÁÎȭÓ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ Á ÆÉÎÁÌ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ 
event in February of 2007 focused on awareness and imparting the 
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correct information about intellectual disabilities. Our chapter 
decided to support MuÓËÁÁÎȭÓ Á×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ. We believe that 
education of society about intellectual disabilities is important and 
-ÕÓËÁÁÎȭÓ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ×ill have a significant impact.                                      

Our chapter also had the good fortune to meet Dr. Auluck personally 
when she visited State College in June 2006. Our volunteers and 
friends spent half a day with her discussing her work, educating 
ourselves about the challenges these individuals face and 
considering the different options in which we could assist her efforts. 
That sparked a friendship with Muskaan that we hope to maintain 
and strengthen over time. 

-t-u-o-t-u- 

AID SÁÖÅÓ ÔÈÅ Ȭ2ÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ KÎÏ×ȭ 
Shivakumar Jolad 

AID chapters have long been known for grassroots developmental 
projects in India. But a lesser-known fact is that AID has significantly 
contributed to many activist campaigns, with some having impact on 
National level policy decisions. 
One such success story is the 
Ȭ3ÁÖÅ 2ÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȭ 
campaign launched last year.  

In October 2005, the 
government of India passed 
ÔÈÅ Ȭ2ÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ-!ÃÔȭ 
(RTI) bill.  It is hailed a 
revolutionary legislation to 
bring transparency in public 
affairs and check corruption. 

 RTI empowers citizens by 
giving them access to 
information on public works 
and ensures transparency and 
accountability in government 
administration. Access to 
Information ensures a 
participatory democracy, 
tackles the malice of 

I used the Right to Information (RTI) 
Act to enquire about my passport 
application which was being delayed 
beyond the usual time. The delay could 
have been due to my not paying the 
ȰÃÕÓÔÏÍÁÒÙȱ ÂÒÉÂÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ ÐÏÌÉÃÅ 
verification. After almost three months 
of waiting, I met the passport officer to 
file an application under RTI enquiring 
about the status of my application. The 
information I asked for included the 
following: Daily status of my 
application, names of officers 
responsible for taking action on my 
application, whether any enquiry has 
been initiated on my earlier email 
inquiry and if not, then the likely date 
the enquiry will be conducted. The 
passport officer read my RTI 
application and assured me that my 
passport would be available the next 
day. Thanks to RTI, I promptly got my 
passport without paying any bribe.  

-Anirban Hazra 
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corruption, and strengthens people's trust in the government. The 
RTI story on the ground is the story of small successes. It is about 
men and women who got their entitlements by filing or just 
threatening to file an application under the Act. Hundreds of people 
got their ration cards and passports within days of filing application 
under RTI. Electricity connections, which existed only on paper in 
many places, were now established within days of filing complaint. 
In 2006 alone about 26,000 public work cases were solved without 
the need of any court. One of the primary reasons why RTI works is 
that officials are bound to give proper information within 30 days of 
filing complaint, failing which they will be fined for each day of delay. 

As civil servants felt the heat of RTI, they pressurized the 
government to amend the Act to protect them from being caught in 
financial irregularities and denial of service so that they can demand 
bribes. Their main opposition was to allowing the public to access 
ÔÈÅ ÌÏÇ ÏÆ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌȭÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÎ ÆÉÌÅÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȬÆÉÌÅ ÎÏÔÉÎÇÓȭȢ 4ÈÒÏÕÇÈ ȬÆÉÌÅ 
ÎÏÔÉÎÇÓȭ ÏÎÅ ÃÁÎ ÔÒÁÃË ÄÏ×Î 
Ȭ×ÈÉÃÈ ÏÆÆÉÃÅÒ ÄÉÄ ×ÈÁÔȭ ÁÎÄ 
expose the culprits responsible 
for misappropriations and 
delays. Bowing to the interests 
of bureaucrats, the Indian 
government tried to amend the 
RTI Act by excluding file 
notings from public scrutiny. 
The result of this amendment 
would have been disastrous, 
mocking the spirit of the RTI.          AIDers protesting RTI amendments 
                                                                                 outside the Indian embassy 

AID strongly resisted this retrograde step by the Indian government. 
!)$ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌÌÙ ÍÏÂÉÌÉÚÅÄ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎ ÏÆ .2)ȭÓ ÉÎ 53ȟ .'/Ó ÉÎ 
India and pressurized the Indian government to step back from 
amendment of RTI. Under the leadership of Vishal Kudchadkar (AID-
Los Angeles) and Nirveek Bhattacharjee (JHU-Baltimore), AID set up 
ÉÔÓ 24) ×ÅÂÐÁÇÅ ÔÏ ÓÐÒÅÁÄ ÔÈÅ Ȭ3ÁÖÅ 24) ÃÁÍÐÁÉÇÎȭȢ -ÁÎÙ !)$ 
chapters including AID State College endorsed the RTI Campaign. 
Various organizations like Asha for Education, PrajaNet, Friends of 
India Association joined hands with AID and actively supported the 
movement through various means. Over 6,500 people signed a 
petition to the PM, 850 faxed the PMO, almost 250 emails were sent 
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and 50 phone calls made to the PMO, and 73 concerned Indian 
citizens joined a relay global hunger strike. Protests were also strong 
back in India with press, media, activists, political ÐÁÒÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ .'/ȭÓ 
actively resisting RTI amendment                  

Indian government, bowing to pressure from India and abroad, 
finally stepped back from the amendment in Aug 2006. 4ÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ 
ÖÏÉÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÁÄÅ Ȭ3ÁÖÅ 24) ÃÁÍÐÁÉÇÎȭ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
success stories of participatory democracy in modern India.  

-t-u-o-t-u- 
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Financial Summary of AID-Penn State for the year 2006 
Puneesh Puri 

Description Income Expense 
   
Fund raisers   
Food Fest 2006 4855.34  
Mehendi Stall 100.00  
Football Game Stall 3264.32  
Soccer Game Stall 170.00  
Subway Coupons 275.00  
Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) 1925.00  
Donation (Credit Cards + Checks) 4174.00  
Tsunami Relief 376.45  
 (15140.11)  
Publications & Other disbursals   
Postage Expense and Misc. Expenses  206.06 
Newsletters Printing  97.00 
Speaker Travel  70.00 
2005 Calendars  400.00 
NGDOS  170.00 
  (943.06) 
Project disbursals   
Sahyog (Mental rehabilitation of 
prisoners, Pune) 

 1600.00 

Prerna (Livelihood generation; 
Bangalore) 

 6200.00 

HRFDL (Health Care; Karnataka)  1600.00 
JMS (Rural Development; Karnataka)  7500.00 
Prasanna Saathiship  3000.00 
Muskaan (Vocational training; Delhi)  1777.00 
Vatsalaya (Community Empowerment; 
Rajasthan) 

 5600.00 

Koshy Fellowship  2000.00 
  (29277.00) 
TOTAL 15140.11 30220.06 
 


