





























The Fourth Wall

page 11

NCAABasketball: 2008Predictions

By TonyArnold
Saff Writer

After a Florida repeat, Billy
Donovan was said to have asked
his four star juniors if they were
ready for three. The four prolific
players(Al Horford, Joakim Noah,
Corey Brewer, and Taurean Green)
respectfully declined. All four of
the amazing Gators are declaring
for the draft and all four are likely
to go in the first round (yes, the
Gators were that good). Combine
this prodigious loss with that of
the fifth starter, senior 3-point
sharpshooter Lee Humphrey, and
the Gatorsare effectively out of the
top five—or the top 25 for that
matter—for the 2007-2008 season.
So, who are the top prospects for
next season? Here are my picks
for the pre-season big five.

Without reservation, my number
one is the North Carolina Tar
Heels. Theteamisassolid asever
and the team’'s star, Tyler
Hansbrough—not to mention
standout Ty Lawson—are staying
in the mix as the team tries again
for anational championship. Even
if the team loses starters at one or
two other positions, their bench is
one of the best in basketball and,
obvioudly, the Tar Heels are not
exactly short on capable freshman
recruits during even their worst
years. This year’s elite eight
performance should easily be
bested by at least a final four and
likely a national championship
appearance. In my opinion, this
year'sACC championsarethemost
likely to be cutting down the nets
at the end of the big dance in 2008.

Another elite eight team sailsin
at number two inmy top five. The
Memphis Tigers are certainly
capable of making a run for the
championship as the same group
that took the team to the elite eight
the last two years running is back
for another shot at tournament
glory. Talk of Chris Douglas-
Roberts leaving the team early is
likely hollow as the camaraderie
between this starting five and the
common drive for a nationa
championship is prolific and
comparable to that of another fab

five. You may have heard of them.
They played for a team in
Gainesvillecalled theGators. It may
sound like a lofty comparison but
once you watch these boys put it
together on the court you will see
what | mean.

Here's a surprise at humber
three, but with alack of an obvious

In 2007, the Florida State
basketball and football teams, both,
defeated the Ohio State Buckeyes
for National Championships.

candidate in any other direction |
say, why not? The Tennessee
Volunteersare my dark horseinthe
top five but if one gives a serious
look at the Vols and their
leadership, the horse doesn’t look
sodark anymore. First, let mestate
that the Tennessee Volunteers
could have easily gone deeper into
the tournament this year had it not
been for a disma one-point loss
against the Buckeyes in which the
Volunteers let a 17-point halftime
lead dlip away. Tennessee was
robbed, whether by the Buckeyes
or by themselves—I tend to lean
towards the latter—and thereisno
reason to believe they can't go
furtherin 2008.

There have been no personnel
losses for the Vols and none are
expected, which means Chris
L ofton and his20.8 point per game
will be back to lead a solid
supporting cast, comprising the
likes of JaJuan Smith and Wayne
Chism. Of coursethereisalsothe
stellar head coaching of Bruce
Pearl, the man who has won more
NCAA tournament gameswith the
Vols than every other team in
Tennessee basketball history

combined. Combine al this with
what should again be aweak SEC
and one can easily see how the
Volunteerscould providesomestiff
competition.

Here' s where things get alittle
dicey. There are certainly many
competitorsfor anumber four spot
and one certainly has to take a
good look at the perennial
contenders (i.e. Kansas, UCLA,
and Kentucky, who has a new and
very capable coach in Billy
Gillispie) when deciding on a top
five. At number four | haveto go
with ateam that, while not quite as
legendary asthose just mentioned,
will not at all come as a surprise.
Ladies and gentlemen, | give you
the Pittsburgh Panthers.

The Panthers have suffered no
major losses on what was a fairly
goodroster and| firmy believethat,
with the falling of Georgetown,
who recently lost Jeff Green and
big man Roy Hibbert to the draft,
Pittsburgh has the best chance of
being top dog in the aways
tenacious Big East division.
However, | have my reservations
about this pick. | cannot help but
seeadefinitelack of athleticismon
the Pittsburgh squad, which will
never hold up against amuch more

athletic squad such as Memphis
or Kansas. Thisis an iffy choice
but, nottoworry, as, at number five,
| have chosen the next best Big
East contender.

At numero cinco we have the
Louisville Cardinals. | make this
selection based on the fact that,
despite the fact that they didn’t
make the Sweet 16, the Cards are
consistently solid year after year
and have an insanely well-
balanced lineup with no player
averaging morethan 12.4 pointsin
the 2006-2007 seasons. Onemight
think that's a bad thing but the
variation is minimal as one goes
down the list and the pattern
persists beyond the starting five,
well into the Cardina s taented
bench. Moreover, let us be honest
with ourselves. Withthe guidance
of legendary coach Rick Pitino, it's
hard not to be included in
tournament talk. Somefolksmight
think that thisis actually the more
obviouspick fromtheBig East and
this understandably so. But, for
now, | leave the Cardinas at
number five below the Panthers.

Itisdone! | have cast my ballot
and washed my hands of further
pre-season talk. Thisis certainly
premature and | redlize that by
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October | could be singing an
entirely diffaenttune But, for now,
| have done my best and made my
picks. Someare obvious, somenot
so. At this point of the year, one
has to go more with one's heart
than anything. However, | felt that
my loyal group of readers—if such
a group exists—deserves a
reasonabl e effort on my part to
predictthe frameworkof nextyear's
college basketball landscape. So
itiswith those parting wordsthat |
takemy leave until next year, when
the focus starts to shift to the
pigskinfor thealwaysexciting NFL
season and, of course, our own
Penn Statefootball team. Goodbye
all and see you next year!

Despite winning the NCAA Tournament in back to back seasons, Florida basketball coach Billy Donavon will be losing

Joakim Noah, as well as the rest of his starting bench to the NBA draft later this year.




page 12

The Fourth Wall

Editorial:

Bestand Worstof the2007 NFL Dr aft

By TonyArnold
Saff Writer

With thirty-two teams
choosing 255 players over a span
of two days—not to mention the
signings of an indeterminate
number of undrafted free agents,
player tradesfor extrapicks, etc.—
it is difficult to sum up the whole
of the 2007 NFL draft in anything
less than a multivolume work.
However, | have waded through
this muck and mire, searched
through expert opinions, and done
general overviewsof al thirty-two
franchises and their needs in order
to make some sense of the madness
thatisNFL draft weekend. So, itis
with great pleasure—and pain—
that | bring you the three best and
thethree worst teams of thisyear’s
NFL draft. Enjoy.

TheBest

1. Let'sstart out optimistically,
shall we? | believe the team that
helped itself most in this year’'s
draft isthe New England Patriots.
| know, as if this team needs
another pat on the back. To be
honest, after hating the Patriots for
such a long time and wondering
how one team could be so damn
good, | was no longer scratching
my head after draft weekend. This
team had an outstanding of f-
season before the draft, acquiring
the likes of wide receiver Donte’
Stallworth, tight end Kyle Brady,
and dl-star linebacker Adalius
Thomas, thus addressing many of
their most pressing needs in free
agency. Fantastic, | thought, the
rich get richer. However, it was
during the draft that the Patriots
truly impressed me. Having filled
their needs and possessing two
first round picks, the Patriots were
sitting pretty. Withtheir first pick,
number 24 overal, the Patriots
nabbed up cornerback Brandon
Meriweather, a talented young
safety from the University of
Miami (Florida). Though he has
some character issues, the Patriots
have always been good with
addressing this and it should
become a non-factor. At number
28 overall, the Patriots decided to
give up the pick to San Francisco

in return for the 49ers' 2008 first
round pick. Brilliance. Anditdidn't
stop there. The Patriots kept
whedin’ and dedlin’, ending up
with even more sweet deds,
perhaps the most notable being the
acquisition of the prolific Randy
Mossfrom the Raidersfor afourth
round pick, adding another hot
target for Tom Brady. On top of
this, the Pats ended up loading up
on late round picks and addressed
their most pressing need at inside
linebacker ...twice. | was
astounded, but, hey, that’s why
they’ rethe best team of the decade.
2. The Cleveland Browns get my
vote for the second best draft.
Coming into the draft, the Browns
had holestofill at offensivetackle,
defensive end, cornerback, and
quarterback, in that order. They
did the unexpected and addressed
their most pressing need of tackle
by drafting Joe Thomas from
Wisconsin—easily the best
offensive tackle of the draft. This
deviated from the popular
assumption that the Brownswould
scoop up Notre Dame Quarterback
Brady Quinn withthethird overall
pick. However, the Browns
showed that they werein fact very
interested in Quinn and after
watching him fall unexpectedly
through the first round they finally
worked out a deal with the Dallas
Cowboysfor the 22 overall pick to
nab him. So the Browns came out
of thefirst round sitting pretty with
arguably the best two talents of the
draft at their positions and—more
importantly—they both fulfill ed
needs. | liked the way the Browns
operate. The Browns rounded out
the weekend by drafting two
cornerbacks and two defensive
ends, plugging their other two
holes and adding depth to boot.
In my opinion, it was impressive
weekend for theCleveland Browns
3. At third best, with some
reservations, | have the San
Francisco 49ers. The Niners
waited until the sixth round to
address one of their more pressing
needs at cornerback but | believe
picking Patrick Willis, the
tenacious inside linebacker from
Mississippi, was a wise move at
eleventh overdl. He can

immediately step in and contribute
to the new 3-4 defense the Niners
are going to use in 2007 with his
speed, athleticism, and
outstanding tackling skills. Their
second pick was aso a hit
questionable, but, again, the skill
provided by an athletic tackle like
Joe Staley ishard to passup. The
Ninersadded three defensive ends,
which will bode well for that
questionable front seven, and were
even able to pick up a decent wide
receiver in the third round. Had |
gone based on draft alone, | might
not havepickedtheNinersfor third
best, but if you combine a pretty
solid draft with a fantastic free
agency period, it'shard not to.
TheWorst

1. The Washington
Redskins made a fantastic choice
with the sixth overall pick, taking
Laron Landry, safety out of LSU
and arguably the best defensive
player of the draft. Lined up next
to Sean Taylor, the Redskins will
have quite possibly the best safety
tandem in the league and a
formidablesecondary. | wouldlike
to say the * Skins continued in this
manner, but that would just be
untrue. The‘Skins, unableto pick
again until the fifth round, did
addresstheir linebacker corpswith
one inside and one outside
linebacker, but did not address a
pressing need at defensive end—
really, the entire defensive line—
and made unnecessary picks with
their last two choices, taking a
quarterback and a tight end, both
positions that were already well-
covered. These oversights
combined with scanty numbers
(only five picks total) easily make
the Redskins' draft the worst this
year.

2. If the Washington Redskins
were bad, their NFC East rival
Philadelphia Eagles were not too
far behind. The Eaglestraded their
first round pick to the Dallas
Cowboys. This was not such a
horrible decision, as the Eagles
ended up the 36 overall pick inthe
second round. However, that 36
pick was quite possibly thewasted
pick of the draft, as the Eagles
chose KevinKolb, quarterback out
of Houston, a position already

Coming as no surprise, with the first pick of the 2007 NFL Draft, the Oakland
Raiders selected JaMarcus Russell, Quarterback, from LSU

Drafted
Penn StatePlayers

Jay Alford - DT
N.Y. Giants

Levi Brown - OT
ArizonaCardinals

(| Tony Hunt - RB
Philadel phiaEagles

Paul Posluszny - OLB
BuffaloBills

Tim Shaw - ILB
Carolina Panthers

occupied by atrio headed by all-
star Donovan McNabb. The
Eagles also picked two running
backs(another positionfilled three-
deep), addressed thedefensiveline
with only one pick, and picked no
widereceivers, apositionrequiring
desperate attention. Perhaps what
makes this draft so dismal is that
onewouldexpectmorefromateam
whose front office consistently
produces quality drafts.

3. The New Orleans Saints got
outstanding value at 27 overall,
likely getting a steal on wide
receiver Robert Meachem of
Tennessee at that point in the first
round. However, with avery deep
widereceiver class,the Saintscould
have waited to address that need
and looked to add more bulk at the
cornerback position or in the
defensive front seven. The Saints
ended up getting to that
cornerback position (with two
picks) but seemed to forget about
that front seven, possibly the
biggest chink in their defensive
armor, making only one pick the
wholedraft. Toadd insulttoinjury,
it was their last pick of the draft.
The Saints made two picks on the
offensive line—al ways good for
depth but less important when
your defense is in disarray—and
chose another running back. I'm
sorry, but | thought seven running

backs were enough, especialy
when two of them are Deuce
McAllister and Reggie Bush. To
be concise, | believe that the Saints
needed to address the defense
more in this draft, especially that
front seven. Sure, they addressed
that secondary but the secondary
was not the problem (it was third
intheleague last year). For avery
good team that could be great with
a better defense, this year’'s draft
for the Saints was disappointing
to say the least.
The Skinny

Thisyear’ sdraft had its share of
surprises. Itwaslargelypredictable
inthefirstround, withtheexception
of Brady Quinn at 22 overall, but
becamealittiemoremixedupinthe
later rounds. The best action
though, came from the series of
trades and swaps that ensued as
teams moved to maximize their
draft value without sacrificing too
much. However, that's aways a
fine line, and many teams will be
criticized for choicesmade Overal,
| feel that most teams came out
better than before, with a few
notable exceptions, and it looks as
if the 2007 season will be one of
the best we' ve seen in many years.
Here' sto next year. We'll see how
it goes.



